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I HOPE you 
UNDERSTAND, 
I TAKE NO 
PLEASURE IN 
KILLING YOU. 


THE TWO 
OF US--WE RRE 
STRUGGLING 
AGAINST THE 
6PME ENEMY. 


IT WOULD 
SEEM TO ME THAT 
OUR FRIEND THE 
SHADOW HOLDS 
BOTH My SOCIET/ 
PND yOURS... 


THE SOCIETY 
OF UNITED 
MAGICIHNS. 
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7 do you i 

THINK HE CANNOT 
TELL THE DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN A GROUP 
THAT WANTS TO SRVE 
v THE WORLD,.. A 


...AND 
ONE THAT 
WANTS TO 
PRMN IT? 


THERE YOU 
HAVE IT. 


IT 

DOES NOT 
MATTER. 


7 TONIGHT, ' 
THE DISCIPLES 
OF NITOCRIS WILL 
STRIKE A TERRIBLE 
BLOW AGAINST 
L OUR ENEMIES. A 








THIS IS THE 
TRUTH OF 
THE LRST 
ILLUSION. 


r ANP IT IS 
THE SRME WARNING 
THAT HOUPINI, IN 
PERTH, PEUVEREP 
TO HIS PERR WIFE. 


YOU WOULP 
PO RNYTHING TO 
SUCCEEP IN YOUR 
CRUSRPE RGRINST 
, CRIME. a 


I WOULP 1 
PO RNVTHING TO 
SECURE OUR SRFETy 
RGRINST THE LRST 
L ILLUSION. 


IF THE SOCIETy 
WERE TO GET THEIR 
HRNPS ON THE 
SECRET OF THE 
LRST ILLUSION... 


...THEy 

WOULP USHER 
TRUE MHGIC 
BACK INTO THE 
WORLP... 




*...THEy WOULD 
OPEN GRTES THRT 
SHOULD REMAIN 


YOU USE 
R GUN.,. 


THERE RRE 
INNOCENT 
PEOPLE IN 
THE THEATER 
TONIGHT. 



MAKE SURE 
ALL THE EXITS 
ARE CHHINED 
TIGHTLY 











WELL IT IS YOU, ^ 
AFTER ALL, THAT IS 
ADDING THE NOTE OF 
FINFIUTY TO THESE 
l PROCEEDINGS, a 


PERHAPS 
YOU'D LIKE TO 
WITNESS 
WHAT WE HAVE 
PLANNED? 


WHO AM 
I TO DENY 
THEIR FINHL- 
. WISHES? . 


AFTER ALL, THE 
SOCIETY PROMISED 
AN EVENING OF 
v ENTERTHINMENT. , 


...STAY 
WITH THEM. 


STAY 

VIGILHNT. 


FAREWELL 
FOR NOW, 
GENTLEMEN. 


AND WHEN I ~ 
RETURN, I SHALL 
MAKE SURE OUR 
DISCUSSIONS ARE 
BROUGHT TO A 
SPTISFFtCTORY 
V CONCLUSION. a 








MAKE SURE 
THEY DON'T 
TRY ANYTHING 
v TRICKY, j 


YOU REALIZE 
THAT YOU TWO 
ARE RUINING 
MY NIGHT. , 


I FINALLY GET 
A JOB WITH A 
CREW MAKING A 
BIG SPLRSH. 


AND WHAT 
DO I GET 
TO DO? 


I GET TO 
BRBY6IT THE 
TWO OF YOU. 


WHY DO 
YOU CALL 
YOURSELF 
SHRPOW 
ANYWAY? 


YOU DON'T 
KNOW A THING 
ABOUT MY LIFE 
OR WHAT I 
. HAVE DONE. 


MY FATHER DIED WORKING 
ON THE DOCKS IN THIS CITY, LEFT ME 
AT ELEVEN TO FIND A WAY TO HELP 
MY MOM SURVIVE DAY TO DAY 














BIG TALK 
FROM THE GUY 
. TIED TO A- , 


6MMH! 


NOT SURE 
WHO THE HELL 
YOU ARE, 
k BIMBO— 


-BUT you 
JUST MADE 
THE BIGGEST 
MISTAKE OF 
. YOUR LIFE, j 


I WASN'T THE 
ONE TALKING 
WHEN I SHOULD 
HAVE BEEN 
FIGHTING. . 




















I KNEW you 
BROUGHT ME 
HLONG FOR H 
REASON. 


P LITTLE 
HELP HERE? 







HELLO? 


DON'T 
FORGET 
RBOUT ME. 


YOU MIGHT 
NEED THESE. 






AND NOW, 
LADIES AND 
GENTLEMEN.,. 


...FOR MY NEXT FEAT OF 
PRESTIPIGITPTION— 


GOOD EVENING, 
LADIES AND 
GENTLEMEN. . 
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N-NO/ 


OPEN THE 
POORS/ 


WE'RE 
LOCKEP IN/ 


LET US 
OUT/ 
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I'M RFRRIP 
THERE HRS BEEN 
R CHRNGE TO 
THE SCHEPULEP 
PERFORMANCES 
k TONIGHT. . 


THE REST OF 
THE EVENING'S 
ENTERTAINMENT 
SHALL BE- . 


PLEASE/ 

PON'T- 
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HE is a 

GHOWMRN AFTER 
My OWN HEART/ 


...TO SAVE 
THOSE WHO 
WOULD KILL YOU 
THEMSELVES IF 
v THEY COULD. > 
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THERE 

IS MORE BLOOD 
ON YOUR HANDS 
. THAN MINE. . 






...IF WE 
LET THEM 
SURVIVE... 


... THEY'LL 
PESTROY 
EVERYTHING.. 


...THEY'LL 

HWHKEN... 










HOUPINI'S 
SECRETS LEP 
TO WPR. 


R FEUP BETWEEN 
GRNGS THE LIKES 
OF WHICH HRS 
NEVER BEEN SEEN. 


BUT RT 
WHRT COST? 


fl TERCHER. 

R POLICEMRN. 
R PIPLOMRT. 


RNP R HRNPFUL 
OF MRGICIRNS 
WHO HUNGEREP 
FOR FORBIPPEH 
WISPOM. 























I SAVED 
QUITE R FEW 
TONIGHT, 
SHADOW. 


IT IS TIME, 
THOUGH, THAT 

i bid you 

, FPPEWBU. . 


THE AUTHORITIES 
ARE CERTAIN TO 
ARRIVE SOON, 
AND WE RARELy 
GET ON WELL 


PERHAPS 
yOUR GIFT FOR 
HYPNOSIS 
WOULD BE 
AS USEFUL AS 
yOUR GUNS. 







LAMONT.. 


IS 

THIS BUSINESS 
WITH THE LHST 
ILLUSION TRULY 
HT RN END? , 


AFTER THE ATTACK 
IN LOS RNGELES, THE 
SOCIETY OF UNITEP 
MAGICIANS IS RLL BUT 
, DESTROYED. i 


MANY CIVILIRNS 
PIEP, BUT IT 
SEEMEP AS THOUGH 
THE ATTACKERS 
FOCUSEP ON THE 
v SOCIETY FIRST, y 


THEY HAVE 
HAP THEIR LAST 
CURT FUN CPU. 


X HEARP 

WHAT PROGMAN 
SAIP TO YOU 
. ABOUT BESS. . 


THEY WERE AFTER 
HER BECAUSE 
HOUDINI SENT 
HER H MESSAGE 
FROM BEYOND 
THE GRHVE P 


































COULD REPL 
MAGIC COME 
BACK INTO 
THE WORLD? 



BESS DID 
INDEED RECEIVE 
A MESSAGE 
FROM HARRY. 


BUT YOU 
KNOW THE 
SECRET. 


YOU 

KNOW THE 
TRUTH,.. 


TONIGHT, 
MY DEAR, I AM 
LRMONT 
CRRNSTON... 


...AND IF THE 
RETURN OF MAGIC 
MIGHT BRING 
BACK SOMETHING 
v TERRIBLE. j 


...ANDLAMONT 
CRANSTON CAN 
THINK OF BETTER 
CONVERSATION 
L TOPICS. A 


























AS FOR THE 
SECRET OF 
MRGIC... 


•OF THE LRST 
ILLUSION... 


ONLY THE 
SHADOW 
KNOWS. 
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